The women of the Diocese of Pennsylvania have been known for decades to
be voices of action and justice in the church. Undeniably, many women in
this diocese can look to other women who have empowered them and en-
couraged them to do the work of Christ in this world. It is in celebration of

the giftedness of women that St. Thomas’, Whitemarsh has joined with
women lay leaders in the diocese to host this Women’s Conference.

We are blessed to be hosting Dr. Jane Williams from London, England on
October 8, 9 and 10, 2009. Dr. Williams’ theological interests are the
foundation for our conference this fall entitled:

re-lmagining Ourselves: God calling Women to Action

Throughout this conference we hope that each woman will discover what it
means to be made in the image of God, to listen to God’s unique call in her
life and be empowered to act in response to God’s call. We have been
blessed by the women who have gone before us. We are praying and plan-
ning for God to use this conference as a means for blessing women in our
own day and for generations to come. Please join us.

Come listen, discover and be empowered!
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Dr. Jane Williams—Keynote Speaker

: Jane Williams was born in India, one of five sisters, and studied Theology at Cambridge University before going on to work

Dr. Williams ’ presentation on Thursday evening will be her personal story “A Theologian in Her Own Right” and on Friday
evening, her keynote address is entitled “Working with God: Recreating God’s Image in Us”.

Panel Discussion—Women of Action

A native of Philadelphia, Bishop Barbara Harris became
the first woman to be ordained to the episcopate in the
worldwide Anglican Communion. She has been active

in professional and community organizations, as well as
in national church service. Bishop Harris has acted as a

force of change for women, people of color, and the

Bishop Barbara C. Harris poor in the world.

Phoebe Griswold has led a life devoted to being an
active lay member of the Episcopal Church. She has
been participant and catalyst in many different projects
at the parish, diocesan, national and international level.
Her convictions touch upon many issues - education,

children, women'’s spirituality, the arts in life and faith

Cordelia Frances Biddle is an author whose current mystery
series takes place in her hometown of Philadelphia. Ms.
Biddle is an active volunteer with Episcopal Community
Services and a former member of its Board of Trustees. She
is a member of St. Peter’s Church, Philadelphia.

A life long Episcopalian, Reverend Mary Laney was or-
dained in 1987. She has served on the Diocesan Standing
Committee, the Board of Trustees of Episcopal Community
Services, has been co-chair of Philadelphia Interfaith Action
and is currently involved with Heeding God’s Call, an inter-

faith group working to reduce gun violence. Rev. Laney is

Phoebe W. Griswold

and the problems of global peace, hunger, develop- an Associate Rector at St. Christopher’s, Gladwyne. Reverend Mary E. Laney

ment and relief.

Workshops (select one)

Beijing Circles, led by Pam Hill (parishioner, St. Martin-in-the-Fields)

Beijing Circles is a small group process that seeks to empower participants to work collaboratively to address issues of poverty, education,
health and gender inequality faced by women around the world. Grounded in scripture and prayer, Beijing Circles assists participants in
educating themselves about issues affecting women globally and then to advocate and act to bring about positive change on local or global
levels.

Hear i ng -Glohde’ sL atbaylrli nt h, |l ed by Sarah EIliott (parishioner | S
Walking the labyrinth is an effective tool for quieting the mind and being open to God’s call to action. After a brief presentation, we will
walk the labyrinth together. No prior labyrinth experience is necessary. This workshop will be located at St. Thomas’ recently installed
outdoor labyrinth (weather permitting).

WOW, An Outrageous Romp Through the Bible, led by Ginger Goodrich (parishioner, St. Thomas, Whitemarsh) and Helen White
(parishioner, St. Martin-in the Fields)

Coming to know God’s story as revealed in Holy Scriptures is the way to find oneself in God’s story. A “romp” through the library of books,
from Genesiso Revelationhelps quickly to grasp perspective and to equip one for greater use in learning God’s story. Indeed, it is a life-
long process. In the Gospels we learn the life journey of Jesus, where we find words of actiorto guide us in re-imagining ourselves being
called by God.

Pastor al Care in Your Congregation, |l ed by Anne Klinger
Women, by nature, are nurturers and connectors. These qualities hold immense potential to help others who are confronting crises, pain
and loss. Feminine presence and comfort are tremendously healing. Recognizing your gift for caregiving is a powerful response to God’s
call to “love one another”. This workshop will explore ways for you to identify and answer this call in your congregation.

Hel ping your Parish Live Out Its Passion, |l ed by) Mi mi Kepie
In an effort to broaden an existing Christmas and tutoring relationship with the children of the Church of the Advocate in North Philadel-
phia, Pam and Mimi began a summer camp in 1997 at St. Thomas’. They will talk about how the camp’s impact has reached beyond the
ordinary camp activities to relationships formed between campers and teen counselors from St. Thomas’, a scholarship program for the
Advocate community teens and a broadened life experience for campers, workers, supporters and the St. Thomas’ community as a whole.
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From Local to Global: the Mission of the Diocese of PA in Guatemala, led by Rev. Beth Hixon (Associate Rector, St. Martin-in-the-Fields)
The indigenous people of Guatemala are Mayan and some of the poorest, and at the same time, some of the richest people who inhabit
the earth. Since 2007, missioners from the Diocese have been partnering with a Guatemalan Episcopal priest/physician to mobilize re-
sources for disease prevention and health promotion in remote agrarian villages of the Northwestern Guatemalan highlands. Join the Rev.
Beth Hixon, M.N. M.Div, Joan Mechlin, MSNCS and others as they describe this journey of faith, relationship, health and healing with and
among the Mayan people of Guatemala.




