








 

 

Page 5 
April 2010 Music Notes 

Church and contemporary culture 

 St. Thomas’ Church has a role to play   
You may have read the book by Thomas Cahill, How the Irish 
Saved Civilization. In it, Cahill takes us to the Ireland of St  
Patrick and the Book of Kells, and describes how Irish scholar 
monks were instrumental in spreading learning, becoming not 
only the conservators of much of the written works of        
civilization, but also spreaders of learning and shapers of the 
medieval mind. Thus, they played a significant role in         
preserving the past and influencing the future of Western    

culture. 

As Christians, we see 
the fruits of creative 
people as signs of the 
C r e a t o r .  W e       
celebrate those gifts 
from God by using 
them to worship the 
Creator, by offering 
t h e m  t o  t h e         
community, and by 
p r o v i d i n g             

opportunities for artists / musicians 
and community to come together.  

The church in the world today still 
plays a vital role in the preservation 
and support of all the arts including 
music, visual arts, dance, and the 
written and spoken word. Whether 
it is in the context of the rich     
liturgies we celebrate, or programs 
we sponsor for the community, we 
have an important role to play.  

Our hosting of the Choirs of Canterbury and Hereford          
Cathedrals in 2008-2009 was a  significant gift to the greater     
community. On Thursday, April 8th, at 7:30 p.m. we will  
continue our mission to bring excellent choral music to the 
area by hosting a concert of the Choir of Girls and Men 
from St. Alban’s Abbey in England. 

Please consider doing your part to support fine music and   
musicians and bring those to our church, and to our friends and 
neighbors. Be a Patron, buy tickets, and invite others to 
the concert.  

~Cindy DeDakis 
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The Parish Call Parish Programs 

Join us in MacColl Auditorium on  
Wednesday, April 14th at 12 noon until 2 PM 

For 
“A Glimpse Behind the Scenes of the Broadway 

Show Fiddler-On-The Roof” 
with Tom Stretton 

St. Thomas’ Church’s own Tom Stretton will provide us 
with an entertaining performance program on the behind 
the scene action that takes place leading up to and just 
prior to the presentation of the famous Broadway Show 
Fiddler-On-The Roof.  His insight is based on his own   
acting talent and his preparation to perform in numerous 
famous theatrical masterpieces. 

Cost is $8 and includes wine and food prepared by  
Catering by Amy 

RSVP: St. Thomas’ Church Office at 215-233-3970 
For additional information, call Bruce and Stella Wainer at 

215-886-1895 

Also plan to attend this future Speeders Luncheon:       

May 12th: Eastern State Penitentiary Tour 

SPEEDERS  
 

The Rector’s Forum Series:  

April 4 – Easter Sunday (No Forum) 

April 11 – Darwin at 200 and the Origin of Species at 
150—David Contosta, professor of history at Chest-
nut Hill College, discusses the writings and discoveries of 
the English naturalist Charles Darwin; (born in 1809) whose 
famous work On the Origin of Species was published in 1859 
and transformed our worldview. 

April 18 – What Does the Episcopal 
Mean in an Episcopal School?  The Rev. 
Daniel R. Heischman, Executive         
Director of the National Association of 
Episcopal Schools, will speak about the role 
that the 800 Episcopal schools play in the 
Episcopal Church and about the role that St. 
Thomas’ can play in developing its school.  
April 25 – What Makes St. Thomas’ Nursery School 
Special and Can We Expand?  Nursery School       

Director Shari Petrakis and other St.  
Thomas’ leaders and staff will reflect on the 
history and work of St. Thomas’ Nursery 
School, which many deem the finest nursery 
school in our region, and discuss the        
possibility of expanding the school. 

Continuing from the Fall!! Adult Bible Study:               
Sundays with Scripture 

Begun this past fall, the Adult Bible Study group will meet to 
discuss the Sunday Scripture passages.  Do you ever have     
questions about the Sunday Scripture readings and wish that you 
had a deeper understanding of the meaning and context of the 
messages?  Then join this group to share those questions and 
your own insights into the Scriptures.   Every Sunday; 10:45-
11:45 a.m., Haas Hall; Facilitators:  Ken Oliver and   
Tyler Doherty. 

Barbara Crafton Workshops: 
Saturday, April 17, 2010 – Praying When It’s 
Hard to Pray (9:00 a.m. to noon)      When 
you’re too scared to speak – or too sad.  When a 
situation is so complex that you honestly don’t 
know what to hope for.  When you’re not even 
sure what you want, or what’s best.  At such times, 
words fail us.  There are ways through these un-

certainties.  We’ll look at some concrete ideas about kinds of prayer 
that might fit.  One thing is certain: God does not leave us without a 
way to get in touch.  This program will be led by the Rev. Barbara 
Crafton, an Episcopal priest and spiritual director.  She is author of 
many books, including Jesus Wept: When Faith and Depression 
Meet.  Cost $20. 

Saturday, April 17, 2010 – What Might it Mean to Do With-
out? (A Christian Responds to Hard Times) 2:00 – 5:00 p.m.       
We talk all the time about it – tightening our belts, shrinking our 
carbon footprint, living with less.  We talk about it as individuals and 
as a nation – are we moving into a new era that won’t automatically 
put us on top every time?  And if we are, can we find a blessing in it?  
We’ll look at the world and the church and at the response of a 
thoughtful individual to hard times.  This program will be led by the 
Rev. Barbara Crafton, an Episcopal priest and spiritual director.  She 
is author of many books, including Jesus Wept: When Faith and De-
pression Meet.  Cost $20.  

To register, please contact the receptionist at the church office at 
2 1 5 - 2 3 3 - 3 9 7 0  o r  e m a i l  A n i t a  B u r k e  a t 
aburke@stthomaswhitemarsh.org   Participants may attend both 
conferences for $30.   

Attendance at both conferences is limited to 40 persons. 

Spiritual Disciplines: The Sacred Way  

In this small group we will investigate and begin to taste the true 
freedom that comes from adopting a spiritual discipline. Each meeting 
will begin with the practice of group lectio divina ("divine reading”).  
We will then explore the history and practice of a different spiritual 
discipline, and attempt to put it to work in our daily lives in the week 
to come. We will also have ample time to share our experiences of 
the different disciplines together, and to discuss strategies for inte-
grating these ancient practices into our lives on a regular basis. Possi-
ble disciplines will include: the Jesus Prayer; Praying with Icons; Con-
templative Prayer; Walking the Labyrinth; Stations of the Cross; 
Keeping the Sabbath; and Praying the Daily Office. This group will 
meet in Haas Hall from 10:45-11:45, and use Tony Jones' The Sacred 
Way as its core text.  April 11, 18, 25, and May 2   
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April 2010 The Bulletin Board 

In Our Thoughts and 
Prayers 

Joining  in prayer with our Parish Prayer Chain, 
who  pray  daily  for  those  who        request  our 
prayers, we ask you to pray during the month of 
April for: Janet Chabot, Thomas Cerasaro, Marga‐
ret  Grosskurth,  Art  Hellebusch,  Lou  and  Berta 
Madonna,  Barbara  Mikkel,  Harry  Oehler,  Theo 
Petrakis,  Jane,  Meredith  Pratt,  Mike,  Robin, 
Stephan Specht, Bishop Frank Turner, and Libby 
Walbridge. 

For all members of the armed forces and    espe‐
cially  those of our parish  family:     Maria Biank, 
Michael Marti, Pat Scardino, Drew Williams  and 
we  pray  for  their    families  who  also  serve 
through waiting for their safe return.   

We  remember  and  pray  for  all  the  saints        
departed,  especially:    Joan  McConnell,  Paul 
Specht, Brian O’Hara, and Martha Silberlicht.   

Second Saturday Sales are Right Around the 

corner 

The grotto area of the barn is now open for drop-off dona-
tions of  wearable clothing, books, small household items, 
and toys to sell at this year’s Second Saturday Sales. 
The sales will take place on May 8, June 12, July 10, August 
14, September 11, and October 9. 
Money raised at the sales goes to local and international 
humanitarian outreach projects.  For more information, 
call Ellen Greenleaf at 215-233-4541. 

Preview Event for Second Saturday Sales 
We’re having our preview event for our Second Saturday 
Sales on Friday, May 7th, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
Come have a great time with parishioners and friends!  
You only pay $10 for this great party and a chance to 
preview the items that we sell in the Barn with a 
chance to buy. 

You won’t want to miss it!  Save the Date! 

“advertisement fatigue”.  It also ensures that parish               
communications are produced on schedule and with 
as little disruption as possible.  

Additional guidelines regarding article length and 
photos/graphics are listed below. 

Word Count for Parish Call Articles:  Use of 
graphics or photographs will affect the final word 
count of a formatted article.  Editorial changes might 
be made due to space constraints.  The Communica-
tions Coordinator works with the staff in planning 
the Parish Call and is trusted with the ability to edit 
as necessary.  We will accommodate particular re-
quests as we are able. 

Full Page:  400 words; ½ Page:  250 words; ¼ Page:  
125 words 

Word Count for Sunday Written Announce-
ments:  No graphics or photographs, please. : 70 
words maximum 

Word Count for E-Pistle Announcements:  
Use of graphics or photographs will not affect the 
word count. : 70 words maximum 

Photographs:   

• Must be full-strength; do not submit reduced 
copies unless instructed to do so 

• Must be in jpg file format 

• Must be sent as a separate attachment to an 
email; do not incorporate photos into the body of an 
email or document  

(Continued from page 3) 

Parish Communications 

• Must submit name of photographer and copy of permission to use photograph, if 
sender is not the photographer.  To use someone’s work, without their written con-
sent, is a copyright violation. 
Graphics: 

• Must be full-strength; do not submit reduced copies unless instructed to do so 

• Must be in one of the following formats:  png, gif, tif 

• Must be sent as a separate attachment to an email; do not incorporate graphics 
into the body of an email or document Must be copyright free.  If the graphic is 
copyright protected, written permission from the copyright holder must accompany 
the graphic.  To use someone’s work, without their written consent, is a copyright 
violation. 
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St. Thomas’ Church 
W H I T E M A R S H  

 Come with us on a journey with Christ 

St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church, Whitemarsh 
P.O. Box 247  Bethlehem Pike & Camp Hill Road 
Fort Washington, PA 19034-0247 
Phone: (215) 233-3970   Fax (215) 233-2893 

WORSHIP SERVICES  
 
8:00am:   Rite I in the church 
9:00am: First Steps to Worship  
  Parish Hall Living Room 
9:30am: Second Steps to Worship 
  MacColl Auditorium  
  (1st & 3rd Sundays, only) 
9:30am: Rite II in the church 
10:45am: Spiritual Formation  
    Church School 
   Rector’s Forum 
   Adult Small Groups 

 

 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE  
REQUESTED 

The Parish Call is published 10 times a year.  
Please submit articles for upcoming editions to:  
communications@stthomaswhitemarsh.org.  
Articles must be received by the first of the  
month for next month’s newsletter.  
 

“FYI” e-Newsletter — Go to:  
www.stthomaswhitemarsh.org and click  
on the “FYI” icon to be added to our weekly  
email distribution list. 

ST. THOMAS’ EPISCOPAL CHURCH, WHITEMARSH 
Bethlehem Pike and Camp Hill Road    Fort Washington, PA 19034-0247    Phone: 215-233-3970    Fax: 215-233-2893    www.stthomaswhitemarsh.org 
 
 

SUNDAY SERVICES:  8:00 a.m.: Holy Eucharist, Rite I; 9:00 a.m.: First Steps to Worship (Holy Eucharist for Families with children under 5; Parish House  
Living Room); 9:30 a.m.: Holy Eucharist, Rite II (Little Disciples’ Worship Time (ages 3-6) at the 9:30 a.m. service); Sunday Nursery: Available for infants age 6 –36 
months from 9:00a.m.—12:00 noon in church. 
 
WEEKDAY SERVICES: Holy Eucharist is celebrated in the Church at 10:00 a.m. on Wednesdays. A Service of Healing is offered on the 1st and 3rd  
Wednesdays of the month during the Eucharist.  
 
PARISH PRAYER CHAIN:  To request prayers or to join the Prayer Chain, please call the Parish Office at 215-233-3970. 
 
CLERGY VISITS:  Please notify the Parish Office of any parishioners who are ill, shut-in or hospitalized and who would like to receive Holy Communion and/or a 
visit by a member of the clergy. 
 
THE VESTRY:  Steve Bitterman, Rector’s Warden; Ted Brown, Junior Warden; Phil Anspach, Accounting Warden; Tim Russell, Property Warden; Kevin Canavan, Carl 
Jameson, David Junkin, Anne Klinger, Joyce Lawson, Tom Morgan, Nicole Riter. 

THE STAFF 
 The Entire Congregation, Ministers  
 The Rt. Rev. Charles E. Bennison,  Jr., Bishop of PA 
 The Rt. Rev. Rodney R. Michel, Assistant Bishop   
     
   The Rev. Marek P. Zabriskie, Rector    ext. 120  
  mzabriskie@stthomaswhitemarsh.org 
 The Rev. Whitney Altopp, Vicar    ext. 122  
  waltopp@stthomaswhitemarsh.org 
 The Rev. Heather Patton-Graham,   ext. 123 
 Assoc. Rector for Children, Youth and Families    
  hpg@stthomaswhitemarsh.org 
 The Rev. William Marquand deHeyman, Associate Clergy 
 
    Donald E. Beistline, Jr., Parish Business Administrator  ext. 111 
  donb@stthomaswhitemarsh.org      
 Anita C. Burke, Rector’s Assistant        ext. 121  
 aburke@stthomaswhitemarsh.org      
 Paul Deck, Facilities Staff 
 pauliedrums@aol.com 
 

Cindy DeDakis, Minister of Music     ext. 141 
 cdedakis@stthomaswhitemarsh.org  
Derrick Goff, Organist    
L. Stephanie Smith Communications and Publicity   ext. 115  
    communications@stthomaswhitemarsh.org      
Lisa J. Lonie, Carillonneur     ext. 143 
 llonie@hotmail.com  
Lizanne Newmiller, Bookkeeper     ext. 112  
 lizanne@stthomaswhitemarsh.org  
Harry MacCord, Weekend Sexton 
 hmaccord@escaDezones.com   
Shari Petrakis, Nursery School Director               ext. 145 
 sharip@stthomaswhitemarsh.org 
Don Schweiger, Facilities Staff 
 donylee@verizon.net 
Lyn Simensen, Stewardship & Planned Giving Coordinator ext. 126 
 stewardship@stthomaswhitemarsh.org 
 
       
     


